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OSCAR M. CORBIN, JR. CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
2200 SECOND STREET, FORT MYERS, FLORIDA
For full agenda Packet, please contact the City Clerk’s Office 239-321-7035
Please complete a “Request to Speak” form if you plan to address the Beautification
Advisory Board and submit to the recording secretary prior to the start of the meeting.
CALL TO ORDER
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United
States of America
Roll Call
Public Comment
Regular Items
1.

Approval of October 26, 2021 Minutes

2.

Update on Centennial Park

3.

McGregor Boulevard Oak Trees

4.

Palm Beach Boulevard Leaning Palm Tree

5.

Update on Centennial Park

6.

Update on Shady Oaks
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7.

Beautification Awards

8.

Relandscaping Sign Project

9.

Other Business
Adjourn

If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the Beautification Advisory Board with
respect to any matter considered at such meeting or hearing, he or she will need a record
of the proceedings, and that, for such purpose, he or she may need to ensure that a
verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and
evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.
Special Requirements: If you require special aid or services as addressed in the Americans
with Disabilities Act, please contact the City Clerk’s Office at (239) 321-7035 or for the
hearing impaired, TDD telephone number (239) 332-2541.
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The Beautification Advisory Board of the City of Fort Myers, Florida, met in regular
session at Oscar M. Corbin, Jr. City Hall 2200 Second Street, on Tuesday, October 26,
2021 at 4:00 p.m. Present were Margie Willis, Chair, presiding, Board Members,
Elaine Gulati, Debbie Hughes, Piper Smith, and Matthew Lincolnhol. Also present
were Jose Parrilla, Parks & Beautification Interim Manager, Michele Jones,
Administrative Assistant.

CALL TO ORDER
Chair Willis called the meeting to order at 4:03 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO FLAG AND ROLL CALL
Chair Willis led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag and a roll call was taken by Ms.
Jones. Board Member Elaine Gulati arrived to the meeting at 4:07 p.m.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Chair Willis asked if anyone from the public would like to speak, seeing none, Chair
Willis moved to regular items on the agenda.

REGULAR ITEMS
1. Minutes of the September 28 . 2021 Beautification Advisory Board Meeting

MOTION: Board Member Willis moved to approve the minutes of the September
28, 2021 Beautification Advisory Board meeting; seconded by Board Member
Lincolnhol; motion carried unanimously.
2. Update on MLK Medians
Jose Parrilla gave an update on the completion of phase one of relandscaping medians
on Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard that started from Fowler to Velasco, and
from Ortiz to Michigan. Mr. Parrilla stated that the budget has just been approved and
they are starting on phase two which will start at Velasco to Ford, and from Michigan
to Jaylen Watkins. Mr. Lincolnhol asked when the project will be completed, and Mr.
Parrilla stated that it should be completed by the following budget year. Ms. Hughes
asked if they found any problems during the project and if it's been over 20 years
since the landscaping was done. Mr. Parrilla stated that it is the original landscaping,
and project went smooth with them repairing some irrigation and installing new
bubblers for the new trees.
3. Update of McCollum Hall
Mr. Parrilla gave Board Members a printout of the McCollum Hall Project Timeline and
discussed how they can view the Community Redevelopment Agency Projects online or
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sign up for their newsletter. Mr. Parrilla stated if they have any questions or concerns
that they can reach them by email or phone that is in packet they received.
4. Up date on Trailhead Park
Mr. Parrilla discussed pictures of the new concrete pad with pavilion that was just
completed a couple weeks ago at Trailhead Park off Veronica Shoemaker Boulevard.
Mr. Parrilla stated that the old pavilion was vandalized a couple years ago and that the
location is popular for birthday parties. Mr. Lincolnhol asked if there is any site
furnishings and Mr. Parrilla stated that they installed four picnic tables and two trash
cans. Ms. Hughes asked what they had to do with the landscape. Mr. Parrilla
discussed original landscape and stated that they had to resod around the pavilion,
install mulch, and trim trees.
5. Update on Centennial Park
Mr. Parrilla stated that they are finishing up on the restrooms and the pavilion will be
complete once they paint the top. Mr. Parilla stated the irrigation is complete,
landscaping was removed from underneath the bridge last week, and they will
relandscape after the Boat Show. Ms. Hughes asked what landscaping was going to be
used and Mr. Parrilla said they will use thatch palms, variegated arboricola, pitch
apple, red tie, and bromeliads that are in stock at the Nursery. Ms. Hughes said that
she has some dwarf poinciana's to give it some color. Mr. Parrilla discussed the
selection layout, the need to keep it more open and low maintenance. Mr. Parrilla said
the sculptures have been moved and still waiting on any updates on the amphitheater.
6. Beautification Awards
Board Members discussed the previous house that was selected for the Beautification
Award for Ward 1 where there was no response from homeowner, and house is now up
for sale. Ms. Willis discussed touring Wards 1 and 2 and taking pictures of homes for
consideration of a Beautification Award. Ms. Gulati mentioned a drainage problem
that occurred earlier in the year that Ms. Robinson spoke about when they were
touring the area. Mr. Parrilla stated that the Stormwater Division would take care of
that and it's best to call them right away when a problem is seen. Board Members
viewed photos for consideration of a Beautification Award and agreed on 3527 East
Riverside Drive for Ward 1, and 4165 Madison Avenue for Ward 2.
7. Upcoming Beautification Advisory Board meetings for November and December
Mr. Parrilla discussed that November and December meetings are around the holidays
and asked Board Members if they would like to postpone meeting until January and
board members agreed.
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8. Other Business
Councilman Bochette discussed the data that was received from the traffic counters
that were out on McGregor Boulevard for a couple of weeks. Discussion of the speed of
traffic by the Edison Ford Winter Estates and the amount of traffic. Ms. Hughes stated
that the traffic is always a concern when they are maintaining the median in front of
the Estates and how rude the motorists can be. Councilman Bochette spoke about
trying to extend the downtown historic zone to the Edison Ford Winter Estates where a
motion failed at the last council meeting. Councilperson Bochette stated that from the
5 Points Intersection to the Edison Ford Estates 20 buildings out of the 29 buildings
have historical significance. Councilman Bochette said he will now bring it to Lee
Trust and Lee County Commissioners to have them help get the city's attention on
protecting the cultural heritage of McGregor Boulevard. Councilman Bochette stated
that he is encouraging the City Manager to start moving on the Christian Science
Center where they could lease it back to the Edison Ford Winter Estates.
Councilman Bochette discussed CRA grants and funding for projects that businesses
could qualify for in areas of US4 l, midtown, MLK, and Palm Beach Boulevard that
need beautification or improvement. Councilman Bochette spoke about trying to have
bi-annual or annual meetings with chairs of the 15 different committees and the
importance it would serve by sharing information.
Councilman Bochette discussed the Memo of Understanding (MOU) with Naples
Botanical Gardens that is on the agenda for next Monday's City Council meeting and
what services they would provide to the City of Fort Myers.
Councilman Bochette discussed with Board Members about encouraging them to
come up with an annual goal like working on a project or fundraiser. Councilman
Bochette suggested partnering with a Garden Club or the Estates. Ms. Hughes
discussed that in the past they had someone on the board that was with the Garden
Council that would help with projects, but they have gotten away from that and have
been advising Mr. Parrilla on any projects that he is working on. Ms. Gulati stated she
thinks they should accept the challenge and discussed the CRA grant that covers
paint and landscaping. Ms. Gulati discussed the possibility of presenting the idea to
Flea Masters Flea Market on painting the outside of the building. Councilman
Bochette discussed about how the Public Art Committee receives funds from builders.
Councilman Bochette discussed it would be nice if the builders or developers would
come to this committee as well with their landscape plans. Ms. Hughes asked if that is
possible, and Councilman Bochette said if the City Council approves it. Ms. Hughes
asked who approved the Luminary Hotel's landscape. Mr. Parrilla stated that the
Luminary just had to follow code and he has only seen landscape plans at some of the
meetings he attends.
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Ms. Hughes asked Councilman Bochette what the status was of the downtown pots.
Councilman Bochette said that the Historical Preservation Commission (HPC)
disapproved of them because they felt it did not fit with the historical boutique of the
downtown area. Ms. Hughes asked if they come up with an alternative and
Councilman Bochette said no. Ms. Hughes discussed the option of finding older
pictures and asked what time period they are looking for. Councilman Bochette said
he wasn't sure and spoke about the importance of the committees to work together.
Councilman Bochette discussed the passing of D.J. Wilkins and spoke about doing a
recognition at one of the council meetings before Christmas.
Board Members discussed ideas for a project with some of the city entrance signs and
the best way to raise funds. Ms. Hughes suggested that they could ask some of the
Garden Clubs for money for landscaping. Mr. Parrilla said that he could take some
pictures of the entrance signs and bring back to the next meeting in January where
they can decide on a project.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, Chair Willis adjourned the meeting at 5:00 p.m.
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ITEM NO. 7

Beautification Award Presented on December 15, 2021

Scott and Rebecca Guttery, 3527 E. Riverside Drive (Ward 1)

Beautification Award Presented on December 15, 2021

Dennis and Dorothy Singleton, 4165 Madison Avenue (Ward 2)
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STARS Complex

Stars Complex
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