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OSCAR M. CORBIN, JR. CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
2200 SECOND STREET, FORT MYERS, FLORIDA
For full agenda Packet Click Here. Larger files may take longer to download.
Please complete a “Request to Speak” form if you plan to address the Beautification
Advisory Board and submit to the recording secretary prior to the start of the meeting.
CALL TO ORDER
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United
States of America
Roll Call
1.

Approval of May 25, 2021 Minutes

2.

Code Enforcement Update

3.

Beecher Village

4.

MLK/Veronica Shoemaker Blvd.

5.

McGregor Boulevard

6.

Beautification Awards- Ward 1

7.

Upcoming Beautification Advisory Board
meetings for July and August
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8.

Board VacanciesQualifications Via Municode

9.

Other Business
Adjourn

If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the Beautification Advisory Board with
respect to any matter considered at such meeting or hearing, he or she will need a record
of the proceedings, and that, for such purpose, he or she may need to ensure that a
verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and
evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.
Special Requirements: If you require special aid or services as addressed in the Americans
with Disabilities Act, please contact the City Clerk’s Office at (239) 321-7035 or for the
hearing impaired, TDD telephone number (239) 332-2541.
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The Beautification Advisory Board of the City of Fort Myers, Florida, met in regular
session at Oscar M. Corbin, Jr. City Hall 2200 Second Street, on Tuesday, May 25,
2021 at 4:00 p.m. Present were Margie Willis, Chair, presiding, Board Members,
Debbie Hughes, Piper Smith, and Pattie Robinson. Also present were Jose Parrilla,
Parks & Beautification Interim Manager, Michele Jones, Administrative Assistant.
Absent: Committee Members Mitzi Marckesano and Elaine Gulati

CALL TO ORDER
Chair Willis called the meeting to order at 4:02 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO FLAG AND ROLL CALL
Chair Willis led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag and a roll call was taken by Ms.
Jones

PUBLIC COMMENT

REGULAR ITEMS
1. Minutes of the April 27 , 2021 Beautification Advisory Board meeting

MOTION: Board Member Hughes moved to approve the minutes of the April 27,
2021 Beautification Advisory Board meeting; seconded by Board Member
Robinson; motion carried unanimously.
2. Code Enforcement, Casey White
Casey White, Code Officer updated Board Members on the progress of the easements
and alleys that they had concerns about. Ms. White discussed the
easement/ overgrowth sweep handout that was given to each of the board members.
She explained how the process works with code violations for vacant lots where they
send out courtesy cards and residential land with homes where they send out a notice
to contact letter. Ms. Robinson said she still has concerns about the overgrowth with
the little strip that runs between houses on Blake and Market, from Cranford to Palm.
Ms. White replied that those streets are on the easement sweep handout and that she
will make sure to check the area again to make sure no violations were missed. The
board members thanked Ms. White for all they have done.
3. First Street Planters, CRA
Michele Hylton-Terry, Executive Director, Fort Myers Community Redevelopment
Agency discussed with board members about a project for 16 planters, size 24 x 24
with aquamarine trim that would be placed in between light poles on First Street
between Broadway and Jackson. Ms. Hylton-Terry stated they received a quote from
Interior Plantscapes that would include the installation and maintenance of the
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planters and that it would be a one-year pilot program to see how well it does. Ms.
Hughes asked about what they will do if the businesses already have something out
there and if they will try to keep everything the same. Ms. Hylton-Terry stated they
have not addressed talking to the businesses yet in hopes that once they are installed,
they would see the enhancement and maybe feel theirs is not necessary. Ms. Hylton
Terry discussed how this company has been used in the past and some areas are
better than others so we would not want to discourage everyone from taking theirs
out. Board Members agreed that the enhancements are needed and thanked Ms.
Hylton-Terry.
4. Beecher Village
Jose Parrilla gave an update on Beecher Village. He stated they are waiting on the
installation of the roof for pavilion and water fountain for the project to be complete.
5. MLK/ Veronica Shoemaker Blvd.
Jose Parrilla gave an update on the completed landscape at the comer of MLK and
Veronica Shoemaker Boulevard. He stated that the next phase will be the Call to Artist
for the art piece to go on the pad that will complete the project at that corner. He
stated the next phase they will begin working on the medians on MLK. Mr. Parrilla
said they will start by railroad tracks by Evans Avenue working on the three islands
heading out of town, and once complete they will work on the next three islands
heading into town by Ortiz. Ms. Hughes discussed that the corner area is big and
almost looks like there is not enough stuff and hopes when the art piece is installed it
will look better. Mr. Parrilla said that once the material grows in it will look good.
6. McGregor Boulevard
Jose Parrilla gave an update on the replacement of royal palms that are dead on
McGregor Avenue. Mr. Parrilla stated that they have replaced 18 and have 12 more to
go. He stated that since the project began, they have had some more needing replaced
due to car accidents.
7. Beautification Awards- Ward 1
Margie Willis discussed touring Ward 1 last week for the beautification award
selection. Board Members looked over pictures that were taken for consideration of the
award and agreed upon the recommendation of 1826 Delaware Avenue to be the most
deserving.

MOTION: Board Member Hughes moved to approve the Beautification Award for
1826 Delaware Avenue; seconded by Board Member Smith; motion carried
unanimously.
8. Other Business
Ms. Willis discussed a royal palm that is on the edge leaning over Manuels Branch
canal behind her house that needs to be taken down. Mr. Parrilla discussed the area
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and what is currently being taken care of and said he will look at the tree she has a
concern with.
Jose Parrilla discussed the leaning royal palm on Palm Beach Boulevard that was
discussed at last month's meeting. Mr. Parrilla stated that code enforcement is
working on it with the business owner.
Ms. Hughes thanked Mr. Parrilla on his help the other day about cutting the fronds
that were over the traffic lights in the crosswalks.
Ms. Robinson discussed development needs to be done at Shady Oaks on the backside
by the playground. Mr. Parrilla said there has been discussion of plans and he will
check into it.
Ms. Robinson discussed concerns of speeding and lack of signs from MLK, Cranford to
Edison where something needs to be done to help control speeding in that area and
she would like to know who to go to. Mr. Parrilla said he would find out who she
should talk too and let her know.
Ms. Hughes asked how Centennial Park is coming along. Mr. Parrilla said they are
working on the playground design, and he will be starting soon with re-landscaping
the parking lot area. Ms. Hughes said that the bricks installed by the post office look
nice. Ms. Hughes mentioned that she turned in the sponsor an art sculpture to the
Garden Council to see if anyone from the group would be interested.
Ms. Robinson discussed an overgrowth and dumping problem on Evans Avenue side
between Blake Street and Market Street. Discussion of a vacant house with a bee
problem on Blake Street that neighboring houses have complained about. Ms. Hughes
recommended contacting a bee removal company to relocate them. Mr. Parrilla said he
will pass the information on to Code Enforcement.
Board Members discussed the vacant positions on the board, qualifications, and trying
to get them filled. Ms. Willis asked Ms. Jones to put that on the agenda for the next
meeting.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, it was moved by Board Member Hughes, seconded by
Board Member Willis; and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 4:42 p.m.

ITEM NO. 2

CODE ENFORCEMENT
1.

2.

3.

4.

S.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Code Enforcement Division: 239-321-7940
Physical Address
1825 Hendry St.
Fort Myers, FL 33901
Jeffery Gonzales
Code Enforcement Manager
Email
Phone: 239-321-7955
Krista Callahan
Administrative Assistant
Email
Phone: 239-321-7949
Natalie Castellano
Administrative Assistant
Email
Phone: 239-321-7960
Adam Dees
Code Officer
Email
Phone: 239-671-7686
Milos Filar
Rapid Response Foreman
Email
Phone: 239-707-5358
J.P. Ibanez
Code Officer
Email
Phone: 239-671-0080
Kim Lefebvre
Administrative Assistant
Email
Phone: 239-321-7948
Lori Noack
Collections Manager
Email
Phone: 239-321-7953
Gary Robinson
Code Officer
Email
Phone: 239-321-7962
Mark Rodriguez
Code Officer
Email
Phone: 239-270-0498
John E. Sellers Ill
Code Officer
Email
Phone: 239-671-7863
Tom Smith
Field Supervisor Code Enfo rcement Officer Ill
Email
Phone: 239-321-7959
Casey White
Code Officer
Email
Phone: 239-671-6125
Brian Wicka
Code Officer
Email
Phone: 239-321-7961

Website Links
Apply/Check on permits. check code cases, report a complaint to Code

Code Enforcement Zone Map withcontact information

City of Fort Myers
Code Enforcement Zones
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Code Case Number COD-005749-2021

Stab.IS In Progress

Type Abatement
Opened Date 06/15/2021
Address 2657 BLAKE ST FORT MYERS Fl 33916
Main Parcel 10173333

Project Name

Closed Date

Description Bee infestation =-Notice was served on case COD-003717-2021
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Code Case Number COD-003753-2021

Stab.IS Notice of Violation

Type Code - General

Project Name

Opened Date 05/03/2021

Closed Date

Address 2657 BLAKE ST FORT MYERS Fl 33916
MalnParcel 10173333

Description High grass &weeds
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BEAUTIFICATION ADVISORY BOARD
MEMBER CONTACT INFORMATION

&
QUALIFICATIONS VIA MUNICODE

MUNICODE
DIVISION 2. - BEAUTIFICATION ADVISORY BOARD
Sec. 2-91. - Created; composition; terms; compensation.

(a)

(b)

(c)
(d)

Created. Pursuant to Charter section 83, there is hereby created a board consisting of seven
members and two alternate members to serve in the absence of a member to be known as
the "beautification advisory board" for the city.
Composition. Each city council member shall nominate one member and the mayor shall
nominate one member and the two alternate members to the board. The mayor's nomination
shall be a member of the garden council. The board shall be comprised of members reflecting
knowledge in landscaping. plants and beautification, and shall reside, work or own property
within the city. Each nominee shall be presented to the city council for consideration of
appointment. After consideration of each nominee, the city council shall make such
appointments to the board as it deems appropriate. Nominees that are not appointed by the
city council shall be replaced with a new nomination from the person holding the position of
the elected official who made the original nomination. Any member may be reappointed by
the city council from term to term upon nomination by the person holding the position of the
elected official who made the original nomination and appointment by the city council in the
manner as provided in this subsection. All members shall serve until the expiration of their
terms, their resignation or removal. The city council shall make the final decision on all
appointments to fill vacancies. Except for ex officio members, no member shall hold any other
public office or position for the city.
Terms. The members of the board shall serve for three year terms. The members serve at the
pleasure of the city council.
Compensation. The members shall serve without compensation.

(Code 1963, § 24-1; Code 1991, § 12-26; Ord. No. 2679, § 1, 4-19-1993; Ord. No. 2937, § 1, 2-22-2000;
Ord. No. 2967, § 1, 8-7-2000; Ord. No. 3439, § 5, 1-22-2008)
Sec. 2-92. - Oath; officers; attendance; records; meetings; minutes; quorum.

(a)

(b)

(c)

After nomination and appointment, the members of the beautification advisory board shall be
sworn by the city clerk to perform the duties of the office and shall meet and from its
members elect a chair and a vice-chair by a majority vote. The terms of the chair and vice
chair shall be for a period of one year.
Members of the beautification advisory board shall be required to attend at least 75 percent
of all official meetings per year. Any member who fails to attend 75 percent of all meetings
without notification prior to the meeting of their absence to the public works director shall
forfeit their membership and the member's seat shall be declared to be vacant. Any vacancy
shall be filled for the remainder of the unexpired term in the same manner as the original
appointment as provided in section 2-91.
The beautification advisory board shall prescribe rules for its meetings and keep records of its
resolutions and recommendations, which records shall be filed on a monthly basis with the
city clerk and be public records.
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(d)

(e)

(f)

The public works department shall keep written minutes of the meetings of the board,
showing the vote of each of the members upon decisions and resolutions, which shall be filed
monthly with the city clerk. The minutes of each meeting, as prepared by the recordings
ecretary, shall include the names of all members appointed, all members attending, and all
members absent.
All meetings shall be held at the call of the chair and at such other times as may be
determined by a majority of the board. At least one meeting shall be held each month. Notice
of the date, time, place and agenda for all meetings, both regular and special, shall be
provided to the city clerk's office in a timely manner to be included in the notice of public
meetings to comply with the Sunshine Law. All meetings shall be open to the public.
A quorum of the board shall consist of a majority of the appointed members, but no less than
four members, and an affirmative vote of a majority of the quorum present shall be necessary
to pass any motion, take action and transact business.

(Code 1963, § 24-2; Code 1991, § 12-27; Ord. No. 2679, § 1, 4-19-1993; Ord. No. 2937, § 2, 2-22-2000;
Ord. No. 2967, § 2, 8-7-2000; Ord. No. 3439, § 6, 1-22-2008)
Sec. 2-93. - Powers and duties.

The beautification advisory board shall:
(1)
Act in an advisory capacity in matters relating and pertaining to landscaping for community
enhancement and specific beautification projects on properties owned, managed, leased and
operated by the city or which may hereafter be acquired by the city;
(2)
Act in an advisory capacity in recommending beautification along highways, roads and streets
to conserve the natural roadside growth and scenery;
(3)
Act in an advisory capacity in reviewing, in the design stage, all new, remodeled, or
replacement landscaping projects in excess of $5,000.00 and located in city rights-of-way and
parks, excluding maintenance and replacement of landscaping under $5,000.00 in value
according to the parks department.
The written comments and recommendations shall be submitted to the city council
immediately after review of the project.
(Code 1963, § 24-4; Code 1991, § 12-28; Ord. No. 2679, § 1, 4-19-1993; Ord. No. 2937, § 3, 2-22-2000;
Ord. No. 2967, § 3, 8-7-2000)
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