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OSCAR M. CORBIN, JR. CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
2200 SECOND STREET, FORT MYERS, FLORIDA
For full agenda Packet Click Here. Larger files may take longer to download.
Please complete a “Request to Speak” form if you plan to address the Beautification
Advisory Board and submit to the recording secretary prior to the start of the meeting.
CALL TO ORDER
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United
States of America
Oath of Office – Debbie Hughes and Mary Vogt
Roll Call
1.

Approval of September 22, 2020 Minutes

2.

Beautification Awards

3.

Beecher Village

4.

Centennial Park

5.

The Forum

6.

MLK/Veronica Shoemaker Blvd.
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7.

Treeline Water Plant

8.

Colonial Blvd./I-75 Interchange

9.

Royal Palm Ave./2nd Street

10.

Other Business
Adjourn

If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the Beautification Advisory Board with
respect to any matter considered at such meeting or hearing, he or she will need a record
of the proceedings, and that, for such purpose, he or she may need to ensure that a
verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and
evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.
Special Requirements: If you require special aid or services as addressed in the Americans
with Disabilities Act, please contact the City Clerk’s Office at (239) 321-7035 or for the
hearing impaired, TDD telephone number (239) 332-2541.
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The Beautification Advisory Board of the City of Fort Myers, Florida, met in regular
session at Oscar M. Corbin, Jr. City Hall 2200 Second Street, on Tuesday, September
22, at 4:00 p.m. Present were Margie Willis, Chair, presiding, Board Members, Piper
Smith, Pattie Robinson, and Elaine Gulati Also present were JB Schuetz, Parks &
Beautification Manager, Michele Jones, Administrative Assistant. Absent: Committee
Members Mitzi Marckesano, Debbie Hughes, and Wilmer Carter.
CALL TO ORDER
Chair Willis called the meeting to order at 4:06 p.m.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO FLAG AND ROLL CALL
Chair Willis led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag and a roll call was taken by Ms.
Jones
PUBLIC COMMENT
OATH OF OFFICE
The oath of office was administered to Elaine Gulati by Gwen Carlisle, City Clerk at
4:07 p.m.
REGULAR ITEMS
1. Minutes of the February 25, 2020 Beautification Advisory Board meeting
MOTION: Ms. Willis moved to approve the minutes of the February 25, 2020
Beautification Advisory Board meeting; seconded by Board Member Smith; motion
carried 4-0
2. Beautification Awards
Ms. Jones stated that all three of the residents for Wards 1-3 that were voted on in
February to receive the Beautification Award have contacted Parks and are now
waiting for a call to setup a time for the award to be presented. Mr. Schuetz
suggested that the board call Ms. Jones when they find some available dates to
present the award.
3. Beecher Village
Mr. Schuetz gave an update on Beecher Village that is located on Suntrust Drive
off Veronica Shoemaker Boulevard. He said that City Council approved a capital
expenditure in this year’s budget to create a playground that would be like
Jefferson and Yawkey Park that was subsidized by a KaBoom grant. He discussed
that they are in the process of permitting and hope to be installing the
neighborhood playground in December. They will also be installing a sidewalk,
water fountain, pavilion and other amenities when the funding becomes available.
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4. Centennial Park
Mr. Schuetz discussed the renovation plans of Centennial Park. He said that the
whole park is beginning to be reworked with the help of the Luminary Developers
who will be working on the east side with an amphitheater, landscaping, and
restructuring the art projects on that side. Mr. Schuetz said that the City has
received a grant from the State and described the plans for the west side that will
include a playground that will be able to handle over 200 children. He discussed
the playground options that the city asked vendors to include in their proposals
along with a design theme that would represent the City of Fort Myers and it be a
universal playground. He said the pavilions and restrooms will be reworked and In
October they will be demolishing the playground and selecting a vendor from the
playground proposals.
5. The Forum
Mr. Schuetz discussed the Forum Park Conceptual Design that was done by
Johnson Engineering. He discussed the different parcels and how they were
acquired which included a land swap with a developer of parcel 14a and 14b that
will now make it a Community Park consisting of 23 acres. He stated that through
the Parks Master Plan and charrettes they had at different locations they received
feedback to create a park to get those needs met which are sports fields, dog parks,
trails, eight foot sidewalks, playgrounds, water feature, and other amenities. Mr.
Schuetz said that the City earned a grant through the National Fitness
Organization that promotes outdoor fitness that will be included in the plan and
that dirt will need to be turned on parcel 18 by February to honor our grant.
6. South Street Park
Mr. Schuetz stated that South Street Park is in the design phase with engineering
with an outside architect and discussed the history of the land. He said charettes
have been done with the neighborhood to discuss what type of park they want and
that the project will probably start within the next 12 months.
7. MLK/Veronica Shoemaker Blvd.
Mr. Schuetz stated that the project is set to start once funding is approved to put
an art piece and landscaping at the corner of MLK and Veronica Shoemaker in the
large vacant lot in front of retention area of street. He stated that the Public Art
Committee cannot put out a Call to Artist until funding is approved which is a
proposal that Michele Hylton-Terry has who is the Director of the CRA. Mr. Schuetz
stated that the City and the CRA are splitting the cost to landscape the area and
prepare it for an art piece. He discussed the plans of redeveloping the Dr. Martin
Luther King Corridor that he hopes this coming year they will be able to relandscape six islands that are in between I75 and Evans Avenue with the CRA
supplying the material and Parks doing the labor. Ms. Robinson asked since the
CRA is working on re-beautifying MLK what is going to happen to the front part of
McCollum Hall. Mr. Schuetz said that he could invite Michele Hylton-Terry who is
the Director of the CRA to our next meeting. He discussed the Call to Artist done
by the Fort Myers Mural Society that the Public Art Committee is involved in for
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McCollum Hall that will be a collaboration of two artists painting murals on 17
panels on the backside of McCollum Hall.
8. Legacy Island
Mr. Schuetz discussed the history of the island and explained the conceptual
drawing for Legacy Island Park. He said the City plans to develop the island as a
recreational spot for boaters or kayakers and make it a native habitat with more
mangroves to protect the island while creating a habitat for the small tooth saw
fish. The island will have a path connecting the north end to the south and have a
fishing pier on the west with a boat dock. It is currently going through permitting
with the Army Core of Engineers, Department of Environmental Protection, and
everybody else that has a vested interest in the health of the river. Plans are for
hopefully by spring being able to clean the island and a year from this summer be
landscaping the island.
9. Treeline Water Plant
Mr. Schuetz discussed the redesign of the Treeline Water Plant where part of the
water tank will be in the ground so it’s not as high in the air and to stay with the
theme of conservation having oak trees to hide and thicken up the area for the
resident’s on Dennington Road. Mr. Schuetz said engineering is still working on the
plans.
10. Colonial Blvd./I-75 Interchange

Mr. Schuetz discussed the plans of the Colonial/I-75 Interchange where the
roadway will be created like the location at SR 82 and Gunnery. He said the city
will be recycling 26 Royal Palms for McGregor Boulevard, 29 Sabal Palms for
Veronica Shoemaker Boulevard, 28 Thatch Palms for downtown and stock some at
the City Nursery, 21 Queen Myrtles to be strategically located in various parks. He
also discussed the relocation of ground cover plants such as Coontie Palms,
Peanut Grass, and others.
11.Royal Palm Ave./2nd Street
Mr. Schuetz updated Board Members on the plans for Royal Palm Avenue and 2nd
Street a project they have going on with FPL. He discussed that on Royal Palm
Avenue FPL has agreed to move the lower lines underground and the upper lines
they will have to deal with in a couple years. He stated on 2nd Street between
Royal Palm and Fowler there is no underground utilities so five Royal Palms will
have to be removed and replaced with something else.
12.Other Business
Mr. Schuetz discussed with the board members about the growing pains that the
city is going through with the population almost doubling since the recession. Ms.
Willis suggested to Mr. Schuetz that they should take everyone on a tour of the city
and he said that could be something we talk about at our next meeting to set
something up when it’s cooler out to arrange transportation for a tour.
Ms. Willis asked if the median in front of the Edison Home on McGregor Boulevard
is theirs to take care of and Mr. Schuetz replied yes, that he has been contacted
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about that by Gina Sabiston with the Historical Preservation who was going to get
in contact with Mr. Flanders.
Mr. Schuetz notified board members that Coronado Park is open and is the first
dog park in the City of Fort Myers. He said that Johnson Engineering did the
landscape design and Wright Construction did the construction which was part of
the drainage and utility lift station project.
Mr. Schuetz discussed the Public Works Building landscape project that they will
be doing to go along with the revitalization of the MLK Corridor. He stated they will
be re-landscaping the frontage along MLK and along Jackson Street.
Mr. Schuetz discussed the homeless issue that is going on in the city and that they
are currently working with charitable organizations around town to try and create
a safe place to provide housing. He stated that they are working with an outside
engineer company to update our Parks Ordinance that was done 30 years ago. He
stated that they are comparing other ordinances nearby where it will be cohesive.
Ms. Robinson stated that the Washingtonians by the Edison Bridge need to be
cleaned up or taken out for no one will get hurt because they are in bad condition
and dangerous. Mr. Schuetz said that he will look into maybe planting something
less aggressive but still having the Palm feeling.
ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, it was moved by Board Member Robinson,
seconded by Board Member Gulati to adjourn the meeting at 5:00 p.m.
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